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It is a great honor to participate in this
extraordinary training with JICA, KIC and
the Kobe City Fire Bureau. The entire course
has been very well organized by excellent
professionals.

I have many strong impressions from
various aspects of the course, but what most
impressed me was the capacity of the
Japanese community to rebuild not only the
physical  structures but mainly the
psychological and social recovery. I respect
every lecture I received in this course because
many instructors, especially community
leaders and volunteers, friendly welcomed us
in their community and made a strong effort to
share their own experiences from disasters. In
many circumstances I could see on their faces
signs of sorrow from the disaster, but also I
could feel their hopes to teach future
generation about preparedness for disaster to
save lives.

Definitely, this course provided me not
only technical skills to improving my job, but
also exposure me to many thoughtful
situations that engage me even more on the

challenges to Improve Community Based

~HHEEDE [ME 255N TER)] ~Participant’s Voice [VISIT TO KOBE] ~ %li/

Disaster Risk Management in my country.
Thank you all for the great opportunity to
learn technical skills and also to live a lifetime

experience.
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Japan the land of the rising sun, that was the first
thing that | have heard about this beautiful country.
Being just a little boy in that time, how the time
was passing my curiosity was rising up, and |
started dreaming one day to visit the ”land of the
rising sun”, so I can experience the culture of the
Japanese people, because of the things that | read, |
knew that our cultures are very different, so one of
the main question was “What kind of people live
there?”. After many years the that little boy
became a man, got employed at the Crisis
Management Center building his career in the
disaster management, and got the chance to
upgrade his knowledge in one of the best countries
for Disaster management, and guess what that was
Japan, we the Macedonians say “JIBojHa cpeka —

Double luck”,

quality knowledge which will help me to too

because from one side I will gain

continue developing but from other side

experiencing the Japanese culture that was
fulfilling of one of my childhood dreams the
happiness was enormous,.

After arrival on the airport in Tokyo, | could feel
the professionalism of the JICA staff, the
welcoming, escorting to the place, with one the
organization was flawless. The beginnings of my
course for “Community Based Disaster Risk
Management (A)” were very interesting, following
the lectures for the Japanese culture from old time
to modern time, development of the educational
system, measures for handling with disasters,

lessons learned from the Great Hanshin Awaji

earthquake, establishing of the BOKOMI, to the
practical gained knowledge by participating in the
drills and activities shoulder to shoulder with the
people from the community, until the final phase
with conducting field trip where we could see the
real situation at the disaster stricken areas through
the stories of the survivals. All in all I can not
choose which was my favorite lecture but
definitely 1 can say that thanks to the Japanese
people, JICA and KIC, I’'m going back to my
country wealthier with knowledge which I’'m sure
it will be from huge help in the building of safer
community.

It’s said that best things are kept for the end,
city of Kobe from where to start, | have just
superlatives for your city, organization on high
level, clean, with a lot of places in which you can
enjoy. But one of the things that impressed me the
most, is the feeling of being safe something that |
have never felt in other foreign country or city,
moving alone freely in anytime day or night, but
how they say the city is not only the buildings and
roads, because that represents the body of the city,
but the main segment of the body is the soul, and
the soul of one city are the people, so with one
word the people of Kobe are one and only, unique
story, people that you cannot find everywhere in
the world, why I’'m saying this because I had the
chance to visit and other places in the world but
this hospitality is difficult to find, Kobe citizens
are wonderful people, friendly, helpful with one
word you can feel the mutual respect that they
have between each other and of course the respect
for the foreigners, for example | will mention one
small situation that my colleague from India retell
me — The shopkeeper left his shop empty walking
with him for 300 m just to show him the place that
he was looking for. This is something that hardly
you will get in some other country. That’ s why I
will take part with me from this lovely people and
culture, but also part of my heart will stay here in
Kobe with the Japanese people.

Unfortunately my time to leave this beautiful

country and city is coming closer and the time to



explore is shorter and shorter, that’s why I will take
this opportunity to pass this message to the
Japanese people, Macedonia (Makenonuja) and
Japan (Nippon) have one common thing the flags,
both of them are the lands of the sun, Japan rising
sun, Macedonia shining sun, and that is
unbreakable bound because for the sun the to shine
has to raise first.

On the end end | want to thank to the JICA
and KIC for their excellent organization and
hospitality, and of course citizens of Kobe, thank
you or 6marogapam (on Macedonian) for making
me feel at home, | wish you health, happiness a lot
of love and safe lives.

See you soon, and you are welcomed in my
beautiful country Macedonia (Makemouuja) .

I will miss Kobe and my colleagues from the

course,
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