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~MEEDE [MFRZHNT (BEK)] ~
Participant’s Voice [VISIT TO KOBEJ

m4: v75<5 Bl
ZH1 : Ms. Carlota Lucia CORDON GONZALEZ
TR U7 TR IERBEKHES CONRED KEMERXEELT
Kobe is a beautiful city; you can find culture, - ol
great food, shops, restaurants, museums, , NEAA , AEA T

Chinatown, and most important friendly people
that help you all the time. But there is more to see
and learn from Kobe, than just these:---

Kobe suffered from an Earthquake on 1995.
It”s impressive to see all the improvement they
have done after these years, I’m not talking only
about re—building the city into a cosmopolitan
area, I’m talking about implementing a Disaster
Risk Management culture to give citizens
self-confidence that if something happen
there are well prepared.

After a month and a half, in Kobe, | ca
| discover not only a cosmopolitan city,
well prepared city that care about ei
safety and share with others what.they h
learn from their own experience. In addition | have
earn: new knowledge, that | can apply to my daily
life and work; a new point of view from Japanese
culture and people; motivation.from Tohoku
people that are recovering very well from
Tsunami remains; and most important | have new
friends from Japan and 9 participating countries
from whom | learn that it doesn’t matter where
you live, there will be always someone trying to
help communities by implementing a Disaster Risk
Management culture. Thank you Japan for this
opportunity and also Thanks to all the people
involved in the coordination of this training
coursellll
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Being selected to participate in the JICA’s
training is indeed a good opportunity for people
whose desire to promote disasterrisk reduction
forms as an integral part of th
course on Community Based Dis
Management “BOKOMI” enhafice
technical knowledge on DRR throughsthe in depth
lectures, actual field observations.and workshops
in the whole 6 weeks of “training that'was not only
confined to Kobe City, with their experiences and
good practices in response to the Great Hanshin
Awaji Earthquake in 1995, but actual field
exposure, as well, to the tsunami impacted areas of
Japan due to the Great East Japan Earthquake in
Tohoku on March 11, 2011.

Indeed, Japan, specifically Kobe City, aside from
its beautiful places and sceneries, has gone a long,
long way in its disaster risk reduction programs
through community preparedness and mitigation
using BOKOMI’ s Self Help, Mutual Help and Public
Help approaches. Now we can say that “Kobe
City is synonymous already to a safe community in
terms of risk reduction”, a feat worth replicating
to all parts of the world.

Kudos should be given to the Japanese
Government, JICA, JICE, KIC people, the Fire
Bureau officials, JICA Hyogo

Center, the IFC and the people of Kobe in general
for making our stay in Kobe City more
knowledgeable, meaningful and memorable:--.

You guys deserved my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation. Domo Arigato Gozaimasu!
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