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From Uauato Kobe (simply mean | came from a River Port
and end up in the Ocean Port... of Kobe)

The place where | came from which is existing for more
than a four-century is a port, known in our place as the mouth
of a river. As periods and reigns unfolded, names ascribed to
this settlement changed as character of our people evolved as
in preparation for the test of their spirit caused by threats of
disasters in the passing of time.

This new experience of finding another port in this side of
continent evoked unspeakable feelings beyond belief. A
revisit of the past, a spirit ready to be shaken once again by
the looming uncertainties of the future versus choices now
offered by modern -minds only to be affronted again by risks
of various proportions.

Culture & Catastrophe

The natural geography of Kobe makes an opportune
position to be the economic nucleus of its surrounding
suburbs. It provided opportunities for its people to become
cooperative while asserting self- help in achieving greater
common goals. The past inundations of natural and
man-made adversities particularly the Great Hanshin
earthquake never left Kobe lingering for long in the dark. Itis a
sweet parallelism to note that while the robust people of Kobe
commemorated the city’s recovery from the 1995 quake by
holding an event every December called the Luminarie
portrayed through illuminations of metal archways, on the
same month, we lit our holiday lanterns to signify our
unceasing hope for a safe environment after the debacles of
our very own Mt. Pinatubo eruptions in 1991. An act of
embracing the effects of catastrophes while emancipating the

fears besetting our culture.
Of staggering steel and hoping hearts

While we are constantly confronted with the issues of
disaster risks management and unyieldingly stood our ground
in search for more solutions to the compounding effects of
climate change notwithstanding the limitations of modern
technology in providing alternatives to face the challenge of
the ever-changing nature of threats, this Kobe experience let
us feel and test that the restrictions of the impossibilities
could be studied and planned with eagle’s eye while drawing
inspirations from the hope that lies in every heart and who
believe this could happen. The effects may be irreversible but

our hearts cling on high, it is possible.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kobe_Luminarie
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For many years | am working in disaster areas
(Hurricane Mitch 1998, 2001 and 2007
earthquakes in Peru, Hurricane Katrina 2005, Haiti
earthquake 2010 among others) and teaching
themes on Disaster Risk Management, and when |
had talked with my colleagues of examples to
follow in the world, we need to speak about the
experience of Kobe Recovery as the example to
follow. Now nearly two months in Japan, | have
visited the prefectures of lwate, Miyagi, Niigata
and Kobe, now | understand about why Kobe is the
example to follow. No doubt the first secret
identified are humans living in Kobe, men and
women, who daily show their feelings toward
others, with words like "arigato gozaimasu" or
"sumimasen" simple but high content human. The
second secret has been building strong social
relationships, based on experience and common
goals of life, the same as they are expressed in the
"Machizukuri" and "Bokomi" in Kobe. The third
key aspect has been the commitment of the
authorities to make Kobe the city that today | can
say that has many charms. Kobe feels not only in
commercial areas but rather in places where people
come together to share. My stay in Kobe has
awakened my senses again, new friends my desire
to stay true to my commitment to life and new
people | have met here have taught me that we
need to continue looking at the future and its
challenges with the desire to continue living .

| felt Kobe!
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